
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Readiness 
Storytime Guide 



Copyright Notice: 
All art and written material in this guide is copyrighted.  You have permission to use these 
materials in your own classroom or library.  You may not copy, reproduce or distribute, for sale 
or commercial use, any portion of the art or written material. 

Developed by 
Mary Jan Bancroft 

Liz Benham 
Marie Graninger 

Cherl Ridgley 
Marsha Schull 

 
Revised (2010) by 

Julie Friberg 
Jenny Volpe 

Reading Readiness 
Storytime Guide 

3955 East Fort Lowell Rd, Suite 114 •  Tucson, AZ 85712 • (520) 721-2334 • Fax (520) 881-0669 
www.makewayforbooks.org 

i 



Table of Contents iii 

Table of Contents 
 
MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS Reading Readiness Titles……………………………1 
How to Use This Guide…………………………………………………………….3 
What is Reading Readiness………………………………………………………...5 
Lesson Plans 
 Book Handling 
 Five Little Ducks, Penny Ives……………………………………………...6 
 Tickle the Duck!, Ethan Long ……………………………………………...9 
 Very Hungry Caterpillar, The, Eric Carle………………………………...14  
 What’s Wrong with My Hair?, Satoshi Kitamura………………………...17  
 Wheels on the Bus, Annie Kubler………………………………………...19  
 Print Awareness 
 Bunny Cakes, Rosemary Wells…………………………………………...21  
 Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late, Mo Willems………………………...26  
 Hurry! Hurry!, Eve Bunting………………………………………………29  
 Mouse Mess, Linnea Riley………………………………………………..31  
 Reading Makes You Feel Good, Todd Parr………………………………33  
 Phonological Awareness 
 Llama Llama Red Pajama, Anna Dewdney………………………………35  
 Please, Puppy, Please, Spike Lee…………………………………………37  
 Rhyming Dust Bunnies, Jan Thomas……………………………………..40  
 Sing-Along Songs…………………………………………………………43  
 There Was a Coyote Who Swallowed a Flea, Jennifer Ward …………….45 
 Letter Knowledge 
 ABC T-Rex, Bernard Most………………………………………………..47  
 Alphabet Under Construction, Denise Fleming…………………………...49  
 Max’s ABC, Rosemary Wells……………………………………………..51 
 Shiver Me Letters: A Pirate ABC, June Sobel…………………………….53  
 Sleepy Little Alphabet, The, Judy Sierra………………………………….58  
 Vocabulary Development 
 Chickens Aren’t the Only Ones, Ruth Heller……………………………...60  
 Goldilocks and the Three Bears, James Marshall………………………....64 
 Mama, Jeanette Winter…………………………………………………….68 

Snip, Snap! What is That?, Mara Bergman………………………………..76 
Thesaurus Rex, Laya Steinberg…………………………………………....78  

 Comprehension 
 Knuffle Bunny Too: A Case of Mistaken Identity, Mo Willems………….80 

Not a Box, Antoinette Portis……………………………………………....87  
Officer Buckle and Gloria, Peggy Rathman……………………………....89  
Olivia, Ian Falconer……………………………………………………….94  

 Where’s My Teddy?, Jez Alborough……………………………………...96  
Resources……………………………………………………………………….....98  



How To Use This Guide 3 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 
 
We encourage teachers to read to their children every day.  Research has shown that 
reading aloud to young children is the single most important factor in learning how to 
read.   
 
The main purpose of this guide is to help teachers foster the development of six reading 
readiness skills identified in the Arizona Department of Education Standard of Pre-
Reading through quality children’s picture books.  These skills are as follows: 
Book-Handling 
Print Awareness 
Phonological Awareness 
Letter Knowledge 
Vocabulary Development 
Comprehension 
 
MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS staff and Early Literacy Consultants selected thirty titles 
based on their relevance to each of the skill-areas.  For each book in the guide, the main 
skill area for which it was chosen is identified.  Almost any book, however, can be used 
to develop reading readiness skills in all areas.   
 
The books are organized alphabetically by title.  They are intentionally not categorized by 
reading readiness skill-areas so that teachers will not be tempted to focus on only one 
skill before moving on to the next.  The six skill areas should be reinforced throughout 
the day as opportunities present themselves.    
 
Please use this as a resource but feel free to add to or modify any of the activities to meet 
the needs of your children. For each title you will find the following storytime elements: 
 
Things to get ready 
Read through each storytime before you begin so that you can decide which activities you 
would like to do or if you need to modify anything.  Be sure to read each book ahead of 
time so you can do a great job reading it aloud. 
 
Related Books 
Teachers are encouraged to read related books to their children to reinforce a particular 
topic.  All suggested books are available at the public library.  
 
Getting the children ready to listen 
This section includes fingerplays, poems, and songs.  These types of activities will help 
to focus the children and introduce the topic of the story. Fingerplays help children to 
develop their fine motor skills, to increase their vocabulary, and to learn new concepts.  
Songs and poems are great for language development and give children a sense of 
empowerment when they learn them.  You can encourage children to teach songs and 
poems to their families.  Singing can be especially effective in getting children to come 
over to the storyime area and in settling them down. 
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Read-Aloud Guide 
A step-by-step guide is offered in this section to help you get the most out of reading 
each book aloud.  Suggestions of what to do before you read will prepare the children for 
a certain topic and will increase their interests. What you do during the reading will 
encourage children’s active participation.  Questions and comments you make after 
reading will help children make connections to their own lives and experiences. 
 
Extension Activity 
Extension activities are suggested for each book.  Most are designed to reinforce the main 
reading readiness skill-area identified beneath the title of each book.  Please encourage 
children to take their projects home and retell the stories to their parents.  This is an 
excellent way to enhance language development and comprehension.  Certain activities in 
this section ask teachers to write down what the children dictate or tell about their 
pictures.  This helps children see that what they say can be written down and then read by 
others. 
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What is Reading Readiness? 
 

The Arizona Department of Education has identified six areas of early literacy that a child should 
master before entering kindergarten.  These are listed for you, as well as simple things you can 
do throughout the day to help foster skill development in each area.  
 
Print Awareness - The child knows that print carries meaning. Run your finger under words as 
you read storybooks aloud.  Point out other print in the classroom such as signs, labels, etc. 
 
Book Handling Skills - The child knows how books “work” and how to care for them.  Always 
point out the title and author of the book.  Ask children how to hold a book, where to begin, how 
to turn pages, etc. 
 
Phonological Awareness - The child hears and understands the different sounds of spoken 
language.  When reading books that rhyme, leave off the rhyming word and see if children can 
guess what it is.  Teach nursery rhymes and repeat them often. 
 
Letter Knowledge - The child demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet.  Choose alphabet books 
that actually tell a story.  These will be more meaningful and enjoyable to three– and four-year-
olds than alphabet books that have the letter and an object starting with that letter on each page. 
 
Vocabulary Development - The child understands and increasingly uses complex vocabulary.  
Explain new words to children when you come across ones you think they may not know.  Give 
them opportunities to talk and listen to what they say. 
 
Comprehension – The child shows an interest in books and comprehends stories read aloud.  
Ask children questions about details in stories.  Help them relate stories to their own life 
experiences.   
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Five Little Ducks 
By Anonymous 
Illustrated by Penny Ives 
 
 Reading Readiness Skills Area(s):  
 

 Book Handling Skills 
 Print Awareness 
 Phonological Awareness  

 
 Things to Get Ready 
 

 A copy of Five Little Ducks 
 Five little ducks and the mother cut out and attached to popsicle sticks.    
 Examples of torn, scribbled on, etc., books 
 A selection of other versions of Five Little Ducks and other stories about ducks:    

o Click, Clack, Quackity, Quack, by Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin 
o Duck and Goose, by Tad Hills 
o Duck on a Bike by David Shannon 
o Quack, Daisy, Quack by Jane Simmons 
o One Duck Stuck, by Phyllis Root 

 
 Getting the Children Ready to Listen 
 

 Who has seen ducks at the zoo?  Anywhere else? 
 Why do ducks leave their mother after a while? 
 Do children sometimes leave their parents? 

 
 Read-Aloud Guide 

 
BEFORE you read the book:  
 

1. Point to the title of the book and say, “The title of this book is Five Little Ducks.  The 
author is anonymous.  That means we don’t know who first made up this story.  The 
illustrator is Penny Ives.  That means she drew all the pictures.” 

2. Show the front cover and ask the children what they see. 
3. Ask if the five little ducks look exactly the same.  Count them.  

 
DURING reading: 
 

1. Read slowly and ask questions about the illustrations on each page.  Also, ask what 
the children see in the hole. 

2. Encourage the children to “quack” with you and to say the rhyming words. 
3. Ask if the children think the fox will eat the little ducks. 
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4. Ask how the mother duck felt when none of the little ducks returned. 
 
AFTER reading: 
 

1. Talk about what makes a book happy or sad.  Show examples of sad books. 
2. Teach the poem about what makes a book happy:  

 Take care of the book you choose to get. 
 Don’t write in it, tear it, or let it get wet. 
 Read it, enjoy it, and use it for fun. 
 Return it tomorrow for another one. 

   
 Extension Activities: 
 

 Read another version, such as Raffi’s, Five Little Ducks and teach the song with 
motions.  

 Sing the song Five Little Ducks and use the duck finger puppets to act out the song.  
 Do the HAPPY BOOK LESSON PLAN 

                               
Happy Book  
 
1. Give each child a book from the class library.  Ask them to check if their hands 

are clean, then open it carefully and turn the pages while looking at the pictures.  
If they find any books with problems (torn, scribbled on, etc,), ask them to raise 
their hands.  Model how to turn the pages before they begin. 

2. Ask children to return their books to their “homes” (bookshelf). 
3. Ask children to list things that make books happy.  Write the children’s answers 

on chart paper.  
 






























































































































































































