The group is now serving 57
sites through various pro-
grams, including preschool sto-
ry-time volunteers and pre-
school personnel fraining, Sum-
mer Reading Buddies; Reading
Is Fundamental distributions;
and First Focus on Kids, a part-
nership with the United Way of
Tueson and Southern Arizona.
Make Way for Books at Home
helps to provide preschoolers
with books at home, while
Make Way for Books for Babies

1000 attend this vear.
She said it’s impossible to

overemphasize the imporiance”

of reading with children, be
cause research suggests that
voluntary reading correlates
with sueccess in school, and vol-
untary readers generally have
positive attitudes about books
and reading.

“We not only want to get
young children exeited and mo-
tivated about reading, but want
people to realize that reading to

happen,” Wolf said.

“Onecould grow uptobean
astronaut, but if they don't
know what an astronaut is,
they won't become one,” she
said. “Maybe because of a book
we've read, one might just pick
up a pen someday and write
some fabulous book, like JK.
Rowling, or go info a field that
might be wonderful.”

¥ Contact freelance writer Loni
Nannini at ninch@eomeast.net.




